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founded with these questions, and begin to fancy
myself in the most deplorable condition imagin-
able; environed with the deepest darkness, and
utterly deprived of the use of every faculty."
Nor did Hume's account of his own way of
escape from this mental paralysis satisfy me.
He thus describes it: " Fortunately since reason
is incapable of dispelling these clouds, nature
suffices. I dine, I play a game of backgammon, I
am merry with my friends; and when, after three
or four hours' amusement, I would return to these
speculations they appear so cold, strained, and
ridiculous that I cannot find in my heart to enter
into them any further." But this blind way
of appealing to " nature," with scepticism still
latent in the heart of nature, seemed a thin and
hollow philosophy.

In this uncertainty, having already made
acquaintance with the 'Methode' of Descartes,
I adopted his rule for not remaining paralysed
in action, although pure reason only admitted
doubt. Like him I thought I could not do better
than follow meantime the opinions of those among
whom I lived; and prefer, among their dis-
cordant opinions, the most moderate, as probably
the best, since extremes are commonly erroneous.n of priority, which the things
